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an inevitable necessity in the interests of national progress and national efficiency.
In a famous passage the immortal Mr. Montagu who inaugurated the new era in India
boldly stated that the one object that Lord Chelmsford and he had in devising the
reform was to stir the Indian masses from the pathetic slumber into which they have
fallen which conception is both noble and correct Constitutional reform should
always aim above the existing requirements and reach the level of future requirements.
Do Indian women deserve an extension of the franchise ? The women desire, no
less than the men, a larger measure of self-Government and provincial autonomy.
Patriotic and eminent Indians from the great reformer Raja Ram Mohan Roy down-
wards to Mahatma Gandhi, have courageously defended the Indian women's cause
and fought for their rights."
At the outset she paid warm and glowing tributes to Raja Ram Mohan Roy,
Pandit Vidya Sagar, Sir Bala Gangaram, Lala Lajpat Rai, Rai Bahadur Verrasalin-
gam Pantulu and others for the service rendered by them to the cause of Indian
women. Here she also referred to the Christian Missionary agencies in India and
sajd^: "More than the direct educational and the cultural contribution made by these
missionary agencies to the Indian nation, the noble and self-sacrificing examples of
their men and women who, infused with a spirit of love and service for the suffering
humanity and true to the teachings of their Prophet, face obstacles and live very
often a single lonely life, cannot but have a very beneficial effect upon the men and
women of this country."
Reviewing the present position of Indian women to-day and the work ahead of
them she said :—"We have been given municipal and legislative franchise. We can
face election on equal terms with our men and those of us who have had the neces-
sary ^education and training should be prepared to shoulder the full responsibilities of
public and social life and co-operate with our men to promote the welfare of
our people. We should seek speedy remedies for all our social evils, some of which
we share in common with the rest of the civilised world and some are peculiar to
India, such as the custom of Child Marriage, the stigma attached to early widowhood,
the practice of purdali, the dedication of young women to a life of shame in the name
of religion and holy custom.**
Speaking on social and moral legislation she referred to the Sarda Bill and
observed :—Rai Bahadur Harbilas Sarda, the author of the Child Marrage Restraint
Act, will go down to posterity as a great humanitarian and saviour of Indian woman-
hood because the Child Marriage Restraint Act is nothing but a measure to protect
the rights of children. To marry a child of 8, 10 or 12 and to make her a wife
and mother at that tender age should not go in the name of religion. In other
civilised countries abuses of parental authority which endanger the bodily
or mental welfare of the child, are punishable,, the hightest aim of the
State being the protection of the future generation. His Excellency Lord
Irwin and Viscount Goschen, the two eminent British statesmen, have earned the
love and gratitude of the present and future generations for their noble and
courageous stand by this humanitarian measure/'
Proceeding she referred to the evil custom of dedicating girls to the temples and
pleaded for the intervention of the State with an effective machinery and with a
suitable legislation to protect the minors. In this connection she thanked the
Madras Legislature and the Government for having passed her Devadasi Bill
into an Act and appealed to the Government to immediately enforce the Act and
thus save in time thousands of innocent girls from a life of prostitution.
Speaking on Women's rights and their education she said :—ttTbe ancient Hindu
legislators realised that both sexes were equal and said before the world that women
had equal rights with men. So the laws depriving the Hindu woman of her rights and
privileges and assigning her an inferior place in society must be only of recent origin.
I feel sorry to observe that the Hindus in particular have become creatures  more of
custom or habit than of reason or true religion,   No enlightened woman^ with any self-
respect can put up with such one-sided laws which have placed us in an  inferior
position even to our Mufaamraadan and Christian sisters.   To modify such unjust laws
and to make it suitable to the needs of the present day society, a reformed society
should be started for the uplift, protection and help of the Hindu women/*

